Background
Since the beginning of this decade, references of the obligation of States to provide protection to groups of migrants in vulnerable situations irrespective of their migration status, enabling full respect for their human rights can be found in various official documents and technical and vice-ministerial resolutions of the Regional Conference on Migration (RCM).

Within this context, technical support was requested from IOM and UNHCR to strengthen the process of detecting, identifying, and referring these migrant populations, understanding that this is the first step in the process of providing the required protection and assistance.

To this end, both agencies initiated a process in 2011 which included – in the initial phase – implementation of four national workshops named “Capacity-building on Identifying Migrant Populations in Vulnerable Situations, Including Asylum Seekers and Refugees, within the Context of Mixed Migration Flows”.  The workshops were held in the following countries:
· Nicaragua:  August 29-31, with participation of 22 representatives from the following institutions:   
General Directorate of  Migration
 Ministry of Foreign Affairs
MIFAMILIA – Child Protection
Red de Migrantes
National Civil Police Force
Jesuit Services for Migrants 

Ministry of the Interior 

Coalition against Trafficking in Persons
Women’s Rights Office
Save the Children

Armed Forces
· Honduras: September 7-8, 2011 with participation of 24 representatives from the following institutions: 
General Directorate of Migration
Secretariat of Justice and Human Rights
DNSEI

Conadeh

Honduran Institute for Children and Family
Casa Alianza

Ministry of Foreign Affairs
CIPRODEH

National Civil Police 
· El Salvador:  September 12-14, 2011 with participation of 21 representatives from the following institutions: 
National Civil Police 
General Directorate of Migration 
Red Cross
ISNA

IAES – UNHCR
Ministry of Foreign Affairs
ISDEMU

Caritas El Salvador

Human Rights Ombudsman’s Office
· Costa Rica: September 26-28, 2011 with participation of 19 representatives from the following institutions:
National Children’s Board
General Directorate of Migration
Ministry of Foreign Affairs
Casa de Derechos - UNHCR
Hermanas Scalabrinianas
The following results were obtained from the assessment workshops and used as input in designing a draft version of regional guidelines:
· A national assessment on advances and challenges in preliminary identification, referral mechanisms assistance and protection services;
· Indicators for each vulnerability profile;
· A validated instrument for the preliminary identification of profiles.
During the second phase of the process a “Consultation Meeting for the Development of Regional Guidelines for the Preliminary Identification of Profiles and Referral of Migrant Populations in Vulnerable Situations” was held on May 22-23, 2012 in Costa Rica.  This regional workshop included 19 representatives from the following institutions and countries:
· Directorates of Migration of Costa Rica, Nicaragua, El Salvador, Mexico, Guatemala, Panama, and  Honduras

· Ministries of Foreign Affairs of El Salvador, Honduras, Nicaragua, and Guatemala

· National Police Force of El Salvador

· NGOs from Mexico and Honduras

· Ombudsman’s Office (Defensoría de los Habitantes)  Costa Rica

· National Women’s Institute of Costa Rica 

As a result of the two phases of this consultation process, the “Regional Guidelines for the Preliminary Identification and Referral of Migrants in Vulnerable Situations” were developed.  
[image: image1.png]



