Operation agreement for the Fund to Assist Intraregional Migrants in Situation of High Vulnerability of the Regional Conference of Migration  (FAVM-RCM), between:

The Pro-Tempore Presidency of the Regional Conference on migration and

the International Organization for migration

RECITAL

FIRST.- during the VIII Regional Conference on migration, held in 2003 in Cancun, Mexico, Vice Ministers agreed to establish the FAVM-RCM to support the RCM activities identified by the Regional Consultation on Migration (RCGM) group.

SECOND.- during the meeting of the RCGM in May 2004, it was agreed that the FAMV-RCM constituted during the RCM VIII should be devoted to proceed on the implementation of the "Guidelines for the establishment of mechanisms Multi or/and bilateral between countries members of the Regional Conference on Migration (RCM) in the matter of returning migrants by land" presented by the International Organization for Migration (IOM) at the request of the RCGM.

THIRD.- in September 2004, the Presidency Pro-Tempore (PPT) of the RCM and IOM signed a Protocol  by which agreed to transfer  resources of the FAVM-RCM of the RCM to IOM for its administration and management with the mandate to the financing of assisted voluntary returns of regional migrants in highly vulnerable situations and allocate them overland.
FORTH.- during the X RCM in March 2005, RCM member countries agreed that the FAVM-RCM for the dignified, safe and legal return of regional migrants by land could be used for the payment of air transport fulfilling the proposed form by IOM and the requesting country.

FIFTH - At the meeting of the RCGM in October 2005, concluded that the Presidency Pro-Tempore, the Technical Secretariat (TS) of the Regional Conference on migration, IOM, Mexico and whishing countries, review the guidelines and develop mechanisms to increase the resources of the FAVM-RCM and that  proposal be presented at the next meeting of the RCGM for its consideration.
SIXTH.- in the XI RCM, of May 2006, resolved that FAVM-RCM became permanent, with regular funding by the Member States, applying the same criteria used for contributions to the TS.

SEVENTH.- during the XII RCM, agreed to renew the commitment with the IOM Regional Office located in Costa Rica keep the administration of the FAVM-RCM.
EIGHTH.- during the meeting of the RCGM in May 2008, the IOM put forward a Protocol’s proposal for the operation of the FAVM-RCM, which was  received  with satisfaction by the member countries of the RCM.

NINE.- RCGM December 2009 meeting, agreed that the Troika of presidencies incoming, outgoing and current,  work jointly with IOM an alternative proposal for the operation, financing and execution of FAVM-RCM, which was known to the RCM member countries during their meeting in May 2010 and which has given rise to the present agreement.
TENTH.- Based on the reports of execution of the FAVM-RCM submitted by IOM, has been determined an increase of intraregional migrants cases along the migration process are victims of domestic, sexual, and physical violence and the crime of trafficking in persons wishing to return voluntarily to their origin country and that require logistical and economic support to do so.

ELEVENTH.- that based on the financial reports submitted by IOM  regarding  to the implementation of the FAVM-RCM, has determined  the amount of the FAVM-RCM is not enough to cover expenses that entails the increasing number of returns that require financing.

The parties to this instrument

 AGREED TO:

FIRST.- the FAVM-RCM can also be used to finance the assisted voluntary returns of victims of domestic, sexual, and physical violence and the crime of trafficking in persons along its migratory process and who wish to return voluntarily to their origin country, on equal terms  as they have been funding returns of migrants in situations of high vulnerability that were originally intended the FAVM-RCM.

SECOND.- With the increasing  numbers and costs of returns funded by FAVM-RCM and taking into consideration the urgency with which these returns to safeguard the integrity of the migrant person in the best way to avoid its re victimization should be carried out, it is necessary that the authorization of the use of the resources of the FAMV-CRM is carried out more effectively and create mechanisms to evaluate requests for returns with special features
To this end, it is necessary the authorization of the resources of the FAVM-RCM to be approved directly by the Regional Office of IOM, in coordination with the authorities of the origin country and the country where the person returns, without need for prior authorization of the TS or the PPT. Effect of informing the FAVM-RCM Management ST, IOM will submit quarterly reports to the performance of the ST. The ST will distribute these reports to the focal points of the Member countries of the RCM.

In cases in which the IOM Regional Office receives a request for support to finance a return which by their characteristics or the amount of costs does not conform fully to the guidelines established for the operation of the FAVM-RCM, with resources from the FAMV- RCM, which have been included in the Protocol and in the Manual of procedures that have been approved within the framework of the RCM the Office shall submit this.
THREE.- in order to ensure that the consular authorities of the Member countries will be able to provide efficient assistance in a timely manner when they are returned by its nationals, using the  FAMV- RCM resources, IOM offices inform, prior to the organization of each return, the consular authorities of the country where the person will be returned.

Consular authorities that will be informed by the IOM on the return of their nationals, will be the official network of Consular protection of the RCM focal points, unless another point of contact has been appointed. The notification will be held electronically by sending a copy of the relevant parts of the form used by the IOM for the management of each return.

FOURTH.- the IOM will continue making efforts to find additional resources to supplement the funding normally provided by the Member countries of the RCM.

FIFTH.- with the increase of cases and costs financed by FAMV-CRM, CRM member countries need to update their contributions to the FAMV-CRM and contribute searching for additional funding.
Also, to encourage countries who already contributed to the FAMV- RCM, to consider increasing them and collaborate in the search for additional funds.
Signed (Note: I suggest placing the names of the signatories)

By the Presidency Pro-Tempore incoming of the Regional Conference on migration

By the International Organization for migration
