UNOFFICIAL TRANSLATION

Protocol to Execute Point 14 of the Conclussions of the Regional Consultation Group on Migration (RCGM) Meeting in Panama City, 

Republic of Panama, May 18-19, 2004 
I – Background:  The quoted Point 14 literally reads:

“14. Approve, in keeping with the mandate of the VIII RCM, assignment of the financial resources available in the reserve fund of the Technical Secretariat of the RCM, which amounts to US$58,275, to the proposal presented by the IOM at the request of the RCGM, to advance in the implementation of the “Guidelines for the Establishment of Multilateral and/or Bilateral Mechanisms among the Member Countries of the Regional Conference on Migration (RCM) on the Topic of the Return of Regional Migrants by Land”, pending endorsement of this document by the IX RCM, with the active participation of the countries involved and in keeping with the criteria outlined in this proposal. “

II - IOM´s proposal is attached in Annex 1.  Point 5 of this proposal literally reads:

“5. The financial resources available for operational activities will be used to attend humanitarian cases in situations of high vulnerability and which require assistance beyond what is provided in the existing programs.”

In this regard, the following are considered as high vulnerability situations:

(a)  Unaccompanied, sick or wounded minors, (b) pregnant, sick or wounded women, (c) Unaccompanied elders older than 70 years; (d) any other sick or disabled person. 

The maximum assistance that can be provided per case is US$1.000.  The purpose is to turn the available resources into a seed fund that may grow with the cooperation of the governments concerned, international organizations, private foundations, private persons, etc.  
III. Due to the above, the RCM transfers the reserve fund of USD$58,275 to IOM in order to carry out the activities hereby mentioned.  IOM will report the RCM Presidency Pro-Témpore and Technical Secretariat on its development of this protocol.  IOM will make the pertinent decisions, with prior consultation to the country exercising the RCM Presidency Pro-Témpore.  
By:

RCM Presidency Pro-Témpore,  
Iana Q. de Ballard 





Iana Quadri de Ballard

IOM, 
José Pires

Place and date:

Panama, September 10, 2004 

San Jose, September 27, 2004 
AMMENDMENT
In accordance with point #6 of the Conclusions of the Regional Consultation Group on Migration (RCGM) meeting in Panama, December 2-3, 2004, point III of the above Protocol is to be ammended as follows:
“Decisions on the cases will be made by IOM, in consultation with countries involved in the return, which will notify the Presidency Pro-Tempore of the RCM.”
